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EDITED BY ROBERT SMITH. gested to the Pennsylvanians by the emigrants | The remonstrance addressed to the Yearly 

who repaired to them from Germany. If it| Meeting by the German emigrants—who were 

PUBLISHED WEEKLY. was natural for the Quakers to relish the con- | themselves Quakers—led to no action beyond 

Price two dollars per annum, payable in advance. | nection which they habitually experienced be-|a minute, which simply acknowledged, that 
Subssrigitins end Pop ived by tween certain of their sectarian usages and|a paper was “presented by some German 


temporal enrichment, it was not easy for them | Friends concerning the lawfulness and unlaw- 


GEORGE W. TAYLOR, to avoid proportionally contracting at least a} fulness of buying and keeping of negroes; it 


NO.50, NORTH FOURTH STREET, UPSTAIRS, partial estrangement from whatever in their | was adjudged not to be so proper for this meet- 
PHILADELPHIA, principles savoured only of unproductive self- | ing to give a positive judgment in the case, it 
———— denial and depauperating virtue.” That is— having so general a relation to many other 


All communications, except those relating immedi-| to strip the sentiment of its misty verbosity—| parts, and therefore at present they forbear 
ately to the financial concerns of the paper, should be | if the Quakers liked the money-getting virtues, | it.” 
addressed to the Editor. . . D . 
they did not, the money-spending. “Butwhat-| It was not until forty-two years afler the 
ever taint their practice, as American planters,|German remonstrance that the Yearly Mcet- 
might have derived from human infirmity, they |ing was prepared to condemn the traffic in 
Grahame’s Colonial History. were still anxious, as an ecclesiastical society, | slaves ; the practice of holding in bondage, 
(Continued from page 210.) to maintain the theoretical purity of their prin- | was tolerated twenty-eight years longer. At 
ciples; and accordingly, in compliance with|the termination of the former period, viz., in 
the suggestion of the Germans, a resolution|1730, the Yearly Meeting advised, “ that 
Under the Levitical law it was provided, | declaratory of the unlawfulness of slavery was | Friends ought to be very cautious of making 
that if a man “sin through ignorance, while | adopted and published in the same year by the | any purchases [of slaves] for the future, it be- 
he doeth any thing against any of the com- annual meeting of the Quakers of Pennsy!- ing disagreeable to the sense of this meeting. 
mandments of the Lord, concerning things ly vania.” And this meeting recommends it to the care of 
which ought not to be done,” if he made amends | The historian has here, unwittingly, given | the several Monthly Meetings, to see that such 
according to the prescription of the law and | the Society credit for that which is not its ; due. | who may be, or are likely to be found in that 
offered his sin- offering, “ the priest should burn | Unhappily no “ resolution declaratory of the| practice, may be admonished and cautioned 
it upon the altar for a sweet savour unto the|unlawfulness of slavery” nor any declaration | how they offend herein.” In the interval be- 
Lord; and the priest should make an atone- | susceptible of such an interpretation, was adopt- | tween this and the termination of the second 
ment for him, and it should be forgiven him.” led by the Society, until many long years after | period, the Yearly Meeting, through its subor- 
If, on coming to a sense of his transgression, | the suggestion of the German emigrants ; and, | dinate meetings, appears to have been diligent- 
he made the “only atonement in his power, he | consequently, the remark, with which Grahame ly and successfully engaged in persuading its 
was thenceforth to be held blameless of that | concludes the assertion, is quite beside the | members to desist from the purchase and sale 
offence. He was blameless before he knew;|mark. “ The effect of this deliberate homage | of negroes: finally, it reached the conclusion, 
and aftc. he knew, he cleared himself. Whe-|to eternal truth and the immutable principles | towards which it had been slowly but surely 
ther the case of the ignorantly sinning Jew | of justice and humanity was not carried beyond | tending, that the whole system, buying, selling 
offers any analogy to that of the Pennsylvania | a practical exemption of the slaves of Quakers | and holding, was radically wrong, and irrecon- 
delinquent, may be left to the reader ; but true | from evils not inevitably inherent in the condi- | cileable with the Christian religion. Convinced 
it is, that certain of the Pennsylvania Quakers, | tion of bondage.” That is to say, the Quakers | of this, they at once issued an expression of 
so soon as they became sensible of the sinful- | deliberately confessed the unlawfulness of the|the sentiment in such form as to give it the 
ness of slavery, did begin at once to labour for | sy stem, and then stuck to it. Now, it is very| force of discipline, and enjoined upon their 
the propagation of the sentiment among their | plain, if they were not entitled to the praise of | members the alternative of liberating their 
fellow-professors, and that the sentiment did | paying such homage to the principles of truth, | slaves or being alienated from the Society. 
surely, though slowly, spread through the body, | neither were they obnoxious to the imputation |" Their conviction of the iniquity of the system, 
and, finally ‘prevailing, put an end to this la- | of hypocrisy involved in this unfounded asser- | its condemnation, and the effort to clear them- 
mentable error. It is more pleasant totrace|tion. The fact is, their eyes were yet darken- | selves of it, were simultaneous. If they were 
the progress of the reformation, than to engage |ed—they saw not the hideous proportions of | slow, they were honest ; and slow as they were, 
in seeking palliatives for the fault. Grahame | the monster, who had intruded himself into| they were in advance of all other slave- hole ding 
undertook that pleasant office, but did not per- | their fair domain: as soon as they did, they | professors of Christianity. 
form it with so gentle a hand as one would | promptly expelled him from their borders. The minute of the Yearly Meeting, issued in 
like. He seems like some gruff doctor, who, | | they were afflicted with dulness of vision, they | 1758,—the period in question—de clares, that 
having a grudge aguinst his patient, takes the | were certainly exempt from the degrading sin | | ‘there appears an unanimous concern prevail- 
opportunity, while ‘adjusting to his wounds the | of hypocrisy. This is meant to be ‘said of the | ing, to put a stop to the increase of the practice 
healing appliances of his art, to poke his probe | Society as a whole. There were, unquestion- | of "importing, buying, selling, or keeping slaves 
into the sore places as often as he decently can. | ably, many unsound members. But the body, | for term of life; or purchi asing them for such a 
Yet, with all his reluctance to put the Quakers | as far as we have the means of knowing, faith-| number of years, as manifests that such pur- 
to rights, he has, | in consequence of his custom- | fully performed its functions in relation to them, | chasers, do only in terms, and not in fact, 
ary “blundering i in the small matter of dates, and, when it became evident, that they could | avoid the imputation of being keepers of slaves, 
given them—by implication—more credit, in | not be restored to health, cast them from her. | This meeting very earne stly and affectionately 
one particular, ‘than facts warrant. “It was| The ope ration, it is true, was slow, as has ever | entreats Friends, individually, to consider seri- 
not,” he remarks, “till the year 1688, that the | been the case in rightly conducted reformations, | ously the present circumstances of these and 
repugnance of slavery itself, however disguis-| where the desi ign was the renovation of the|the adjacent provinces, which, by the permis- 
ed, to the tenets of Christianity was first sug- | diseased, rather ‘than their hasty abscission. |sion of Divine Providence, have been visited 





For ‘* The Friend.” 


THE QUAKER REFORMATION, 
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with the desolating calamitiés of war and blood- {the Society became convinced, that the axe | careful of them, bring them to meetings, have 


shed, so that many of our fellow subjects are | must be laid at the root—that the whole thing | | meetings with them in their families, and re- 
now suffering in captivity ; and fervently de- | was bad, and ifthe fruit was no longer to be | strain them from loose and lewd living as much 


sires, that, excluding temporal consider rations, | ‘endured, neither must the root. as in them lies, and from rambling ‘abroad on 
or views of self- interest, we may manifest an| Grahame remarks, that “on his second ar- | First-days or other times.” 

humbling sense of these judgments, and in rival in America [June, 1700], Penn very| Grahame does not venture to deny that 
thankfulness for the peculiar favour extended |soon perceived, that, “from the varieties of | |kindly feelings distinguished the Quakers. 
and continued to our Friends and brethren in ‘character among his provincial vassals, and | They would then have frowned upon any cru- 
profession, none of whom have, as we have |the inevitable tendency of absolute power to/elty to the slave, had it existed within their 


































































































































yet heard, been slain, nor carried into captivi- | 
ty, would steadily observe the injunction of our 


Lord and Master, ‘To do unto others, as we|the same odious features that characterized | it. 


would they should do unto us ;’ which it now 
appears to this meeting, would induce such 
Friends who have any slaves, to set them at 
liberty,—making a Christian provision for 
them, according to their ages, &c. And in 
order that Friends may be generally excited to 
the practice of this advice, some Friends have 
now signified to the meeting, their being so 
fully devoted to endeavour to render it effec- 
tual, that they are willing to visit and treat with 
all such Friends who have any slaves: the 
meeting therefore approves of John Woolman, 
John Scarborough, John Sykes and Daniel 
Stanton undertaking that service; and desires 
some elders or other faithful Friends in each 
Quarter, to accompany and assist them there- 
in; and that they may proceed in the wisdom 
of Truth, and thereby be qualified to adminis- 
ter such advice as may be suitable to the cir- | 
cumstances of those they visit, and most eflec- 
tual towards obtaining that purity, which it is 
evidently our duty to press after. And if after 

the sense and judgment of this meeting, now 
given against every branch of this practice, any 
professing with us should persist to vindicate 
it, and be concerned in importing, selling or 
purchasing slaves, the respective Monthly 
Meetings to which they belong, should mani- 
fest their disunion with such persons, by refus- 
ing to permit them to sit in meetings for disci- 
pline, or to be employed in the affairs of Truth, 
or to receive from them any contribution to- 
wards the relief of the poor, or other services 
of the meeting.” 

Some expressions that occur in this impor- 
tant document may seem to be at variance with 
the assertion, made just before, that the move- 
ment in 1730 had been successful. We now 
learn that the obnoxious practices were on the 
increase. Yet, on consulting the reports made 
to the yearly, from the inferior meetings, as 
noted in the “ Statement” published by the 
Yearly Meeting, in 1843, it does appear, that 
at least up to the year 1738, great success had 
attended the effort ; for in ‘that year we find 
that the meeting adopted this minute :— 

*‘ Divers Friends in this meeting expressed 


their satisfaction in finding by the reports of 


the Quarterly Meetings, that there is so little 
occasion of offence given by Friends concern- 
ing the encouraging the importing of negroes.” 

But the success of this effort, although flat- 
tering, could not be thorough or lasting. It 
was but lopping the limbs of the tree—the 
trunk and the root were undisturbed—slavery 
was permitted to stand. As it would seem, 
the pruning it had undergone, was not unfa- 
vourable to a renewed growth, in after time. 
It was when the branches began to shoot afresh 


























and cast their gloomy shade more widely, that 


curruption and abuse, the negro slavery of| 
| Pennsylvania exhibited, in too many instances, | 





this barbarous institution in other places :” and | 
he appends to the remark, the severe couplet 
of Gregory :-— 


“Though Pennsylvania boasts her peaceful plain, 
Yet there in blood her petty tyrants reign.” 


Perhaps the historian did not mean to derogate 
from the dignity of the freemen of Pennsylva- 
nia when he dubbed them the vassals of Wil- 
liam Penn, yet it is not a particularly pleasant 
epithet to have affixed to one’s honourable 
ancestors. It was, however, rather severe to 
associate it with the greater opprobrium of a 
bloody tyranny, especially when treating of a 
period concerning which there is pretty strong 
circumstantial evidence, not unknown to Gra- 
hame, that the concern of William Penn did 
not arise from any such outrages practised by 
his people upon the slave, as would at all jus-|t 
tify the extravagant language of the poet. 
Penn, we may well believe, saw the inevitable 
tendency of the system, and, in the language 
of the “* Statement” of the Yearly Meeting be- 
fore referred to, ** felt and mourned over the 
state of the slaves ;” but it is a fair inference 
from his action on the occasion, that his con- 
cern, at that time, so far as it related to his own 
religious Society, was not so much on account 
of the severity of the master, as the want of due 
moral restraint, and watchful, religious influ- 
ence over the conduct and conversation of the 
slave. His anxiety, as expressed in the Month- 
ly Meeting of Philadelphia, and entered upon 
the minutes, was that Friends should * be 
very careful in discharging a good conscience 
towards them in all respects, but more espe- 
cially for the good of their souls.” It was 
their moral and spiritual condition, which was 
most exposed to suffering, from want of vigi- 
lance on the part of the master. “ All are not 
Israel, who are of Israel.” The Society of 
that day, as well as now, included many mem- 
bers who were not religious men. They were 
a kind of people who would not be guilty of 
what are commonly considered unjust or dis- 
honourable actions, but were neglectful of their 
own spiritual interests, and consequently of 
those of their dependents. And William Penn’s 
concern appears to have been the revival and 
more full development of a feeling which 
existed in the Society before, and had mani- 
fested itself by the adoption of a minute four 
years previously, in the Yearly Meeting, to the 
following offect :— 

‘‘ Whereas, several papers have been read 
relating to the keeping and bringing in of ne- 
groes; which being duly considered, it is the 
advice of this meeting, that Friends be careful 
not to encourage the bringing in of any more 






























negroes ; and that such that have negroes, be 


borders ; and, in framing a minute of caution 
and advice, would not have failed to advert to 
But in this minute we find no intimation of 
the “ bloody tyranny” of Gregory, though we 
do find some evidence of indulgence on the 
part of the master, carried to such an extent, 
as, in the opinion of the Yearly Meeting, to 
endanger the morals of the slave. 


(To be continued.) 


ee 


Act to Prevent Kidnapping, &e. 


An Act to prevent Kidnapping, preserve the 
public peace, prohibit the exercise of certain 
powers heretofore exercised by Judges, Jus- 
tices of the Peace, Aldermen, and Jailors in 
this Commonwealth, and to repeal certain 
slave laws. 


Section 1. Be it enacted, &c., That if any 
person or persons shall by force or violence, 
take or cause to be taken or carried away, and 
shall by fraud or false pretences, entice or 
cause to be enticed, or attempt so to take, carry 
away, or entice, any free negro or mulatto 
from any part of this commonwealth into any 
other place out of this commonwealth, with a 
design of selling, or of causing to be sold, or 
of keeping or of causing to be kept, such free 
negro or mulatto, as a slave or servant for aoe 
or for any term whatsoever, every such 
son, his aiders, &c., shall be deemed guilty of 
high misdemeanor, and on conviction thereof 
in any court of quarter sessions of this com- 
monwealth, shall be sentenced to pay at the 
discretion of the court, any sum not less than 
$500 nor more than $2000, one-half whereof 
to be paid to the person who shall prosecute 
for the same, and the other half to this com- 
monwealth; and moreover shall undergo a 
punishment by solitary confinement in the pe- 
nitentiary, at hard labour, for a period of not 
less than five, nor exceeding twelve years; and 
on conviction of the second offence, shall be 
sentenced to pay a like fine, and undergoa 
punishment by solitary confinement in the 
penitentiary for twenty-one years, 

Section 2. That if any person shall here- 
after knowingly sell or assign, or take a trans- 
fer of any free negro or mulatto, for the pur- 
pose of fraudulently removing such free negro 
or mulatto out of this State, with the design by 
fraud or false pretences of making him or her 
a slave or servant for life or for any term, 
every person so offending shall on conviction 
be punished as in the first section—and for the 
second offence, at the discretion of the court, 
shall undergo a punishment by solitary con- 
finement at hard labour in the proper peniten- 
tiary for a period not less than five years nor 
exceeding twelve years, 

Section 3. That no judge of any of the 
courts of this commonwealth, nor any alderman 
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or justice of the peace of said commonwealth, | this commonwealth for the period of six months, for the exhibition of American Manufactures 








shall have jurisdiction or take cognizance of| in involuntary servitude or for any period of| recently held at Washington, 380; for North 
the case of any fugitive from labour from any | time whatsoever, and so much of said act as| Carolina, 1290; for Indiana, 3894; for Illi- 


of the United States or territories, under a cer-| prevents a slave from giving testimony against | nois, 193; for lowa, 


tain Act of Congress passed February 12th, | 
1793, entitled, “ An act respecting fugitives | 
from justice and persons escaping from the 
service of their masters ;” nor shall any such 
judge, alderman, or justice of the peace of this| 
commonwealth, issue or grant any certificate | 
or warrant of removal, of any such fugitive 
from labour under said act of Congress, or un- 
der any other law, authority or act of the Con- 
gress of the United States ; and if any alderman 
or justice of the peace of this commonwealth, 
shall take cognizance or jurisdiction of the case 
of any such fugitive, or shall grant or- issue 
any certificate or warrant of removal as afore- 
said, he shall be deemed guilty of a misdemean- 
or in office, and shall on conviction thereof be 
sentenced to pay at the discretion of the court, 
any sum not less than $500 nor exceeding 
$1000, one-half to the party prosecuting and 
the other to the use of the State. 

Section 4. That if any person or persons 
claiming any negro or mulatto as a fugitive 
from servitude or labour, shall under any pre- 
tence of authority whatsoever, violently and 
tumultuously seize upon and carry away to 
any place, or attempt to seize and carry 
away in a riotous, violent, tumultuous and un- 
reasonable manner, and so as to disturb or 
endanger the public peace, any negro or mu- 
latto within this commonwealth, either with or 
without the intention of taking such negro or 
mulatto before any district or circuit judge, the 
person or persons so offending, shall be deem- 
ed guilty of a misdemeanor, and on conviction 
shall be sentenced to pay a fine of not less than 
$100 nor more than $1000, with costs of pro- 
secution, and be confined in the county jail for 
any period at the discretion of the court not 
exceeding three months. 

Section 5. That nothing in this Act shall 
be construed to take away what is hereby de- 
clared to be invested in the Judges of this com- 
monwealth, the right, power and authority at 
all times, on application made, to issue the 
writ of habeas corpus, and to inquire into the 
causes and legality of the arrest or imprison- 
ment of any human being within this common- 
wealth. 

Section 6. It shall not be lawful to use any 
jail or prison of this commonwealth for the de- 
tention of any person claimed as a fugitive 
from servitude or labour, except in cases where 
jurisdiction may lawfully be taken by any 
judge under the provisions of this act; and any 
Jailor, or keeper of any prison, or other person 
who shall offend against the provisions of this 
section, shall on conviction pay a fine of $500, 
one-half for the use of the commonwealth, and 
the other half to the person who prosecutes ; 
and shall moreover henceforth be removed 
from office, and be incapable of holding such 
office of jailor or keeper of a prison at any time 
during his natural life. 

Section 7. That so much of the Act of the 
General Assembly, entitled “An Act for the 
gradual abolition of slavery,” passed March 
Ist, 1780, as authorizes the masters or owners 
of slaves to bring and retain such slaves within 


570; for Missouri, 125; 


any person whatsoever, be and the same is | for Arkansas, 216; for prisons in Illinois, Mis- 


hereby repealed. 

Section 8. So much of all laws of this com- 
monwealth as are hereby altered, be and the 
same is hereby repealed. 

ieee 
For ‘‘ The Friend.” 


TRACT ASSOCIATION. 


At an Annual Meeting of the Tract Associa- 
tion of Friends, held Third month 17th, 1847, 
the following Friends were appointed officers 
of the Association for the ensuing year, viz. : 

Clerk.—Joseph Scattergood. 

Treasurer.—Joseph Snowdon. 

Managers.—Nathan Kite, John C. Allen, 


souri, Mississippi, and Alabama, 874 ; for Flo- 
rida, 225; for ‘Tuscarora Indians, 90 ; for New 
| Orleans, 212; for the West India Islands, 582; 
for Great Britain, 580; for the London Tract 
Association, 261 ; for the East Indies, 360 ; for 
Canton, China, 150; for general distribution, 
about 26,294 ; and 7837 have been sold. 

Complete sets of our Tracts have been bound, 
and also selections from the series forming 
smaller volumes. 

Two Tracts have been added to the series 
the past year, entitled “ A Memoir of Thomas 
Chalkley, chiefly extracted from a Journal of 
his life and travels, and Christian experiences,” 
as No. 89; and “ Thomas Lurting, the Fighting 





William M. Collins, Edward Richie, Josiah H, | Sailor transformed into the Peaceable Chris- 
Newbold, Paul W. Newhall, Horatio C. Wood, | tian,” as No. 90 of our series. 


Samuel Bettle, Jr., Joseph Kite, William H. 
Brown, Charles Evans, Israel H. Johnson, 
William Bettle, Charles J. Allen, William 
Scattergood. 


ANNUAL REPORT. 
To the Tract Association of Friends. 


The Managers present the following Report 
of their proceedings during the past year. 
The number of Tracts on hand 


Third month Ist, 1846, was 158,429 
There have been printed since, 104,155 
Making a total of 262,584 


The number of Tracts delivered from the 
Depository during the year, is 107,459, leaving 
on hand, Third month Ist, 1847, 155,125. 

Our Auxiliaries have taken during the year 
17,548. 

In addition to 1947 variously distributed in 
this city and vicinity, 2513 have been distribu- 


ted among seamen, or placed on board of ves- | 


sels, including steamboats on the Delaware 
and Schuylkill rivers, and for canal-boats ; 500 
were taken for railroad cars ; 1098 for First- 
day schools; 3486 for distribution in the House 
of Refuge, and in Prisons in Pennsylvania ; 500 
for seamen’s_ missionary ; 790 given to emi- 
grants, a few of which were in the German 
language ; 200 taken for the Jews ; 200 taken 
for the Universalists; 70 for the New School 
Presbyterian General Assembly ; 950 for col- 
onred schools ; 300 for a coloured missionary ; 
100 for the Western Soup-house ; 264 for Can- 
ada ; 3802 for the U. S. army in Mexico, and 
for volunteers about going there; 540 were 
taken for distribution on board the sloop-of-war 
«“ Germantown ;” and 2509 for distribution in 
the interior of Pennsylvania. There were ta- 
ken for general distribution in New England, 
3658; for Harvard University, Cambridge, 
Mass., 450; for Boston Peace Society, 400; 
and for Nantucket, 540; for St. Johns, New- 
foundland, 400; for New Jersey, 1377; for 
New York city and State, 2506 ; for Baltimore 
and the heads of departments at Washington, 


During the year 3 new Auxiliary Associa- 
| tions have been acknowledged ; one entitled 
'** The Moorestown New Jersey Tract Associa- 
tion of Friends,” the others, in Ohio, called 
“ The Stillwater Tract Association,” and “ The 
Salem Ohio Tract Association of Friends.” 

The series of Juvenile Books consists of 
eighteen. 





Our stock on hand last year, was 10,562 
We have printed since, 4,780 
Making a total of 15,342 


We have disposed of during the year, 3735 ; 
and our stock on hand is 11,607. 

We are about to have some of these publica- 
tions bound in small volumes. 

An edition of 20,000 of the Moral Alma- 
nac was printed, and about three-fourths of 
them have been disposed of. We would revive 
the suggestion made last year, that Friends en- 
deavour to introduce it into their respective 
neighbourhoods, and encourage storekeepers to 
‘keep it for sale. The reading contained in 
most other Almanacs is much of it injurious, 
while this contains selections both interesting 
and profitable. We have made considerable 
| progress in the selection of matter for one for 
the year 1848. 

At no time more than at the present have 
|causes existed which call for activity on the 
| part of this Association. 

All are aware of the great amount of reading 
daily thrown before the public, the larger por- 
| tion of which, few will deny, is in its tendency 
| pernicious, 

The effect of the great increase of publica- 
tions has been a diminution of the price at 
which they are offered to the public ; this has 
awakened a more general habit of reading, and 
| consequently again increased the demand. 

Our Tracts are calculated to lesson the evil 
which so much deleterious matter cannot fail 
to produce ; and though their efforts be not 
immediately apparent, the general acceptance 
they have met among all classes and sects, 
shows that when placed within their reach, 








4902; 600 for Baltimore Prison; 280 for| many are willing to receive them, and to pe- 


Maryland; 306 for Ohio; 1688 Virginia ; 
265 Kentucky ; for Washington, D. C., 577; 


ruse their solid and instructive contents ; this 
presents much encouragement to Friends to be 
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diligent and persevering in » their efforts to ex-| herit the kingdom prepared for you from the | | hope of the blessings and protection of a bene. 


tend their circulation. 

We much desire that all our Auxiliary As- 
sociations may be enlivened, and that Friends | 
generally, and especially those residing in parts 
more remote from us, may be animated to 


foundation of the world. 


For I was an hua- | | ficent Providence in this world, but that by the 


gered and ye gave me meat ; | was thirsty and | redemption which is in and through our Lord 


ye gave me drink; | was a stranger and ye) 
| took me in; naked and ye clothed me ; I was} 


in prison and ye came unto me.’ 


make fresh efforts to increase the number of| shall the righteous answer him,”—so sensible 


such associations, by which means they will 
be able more effectually to aid, with the Divine 
blessing, the advancement of religion and mo- 
rality, and the dissemination of the doctrines 





are they of the little they can do,—“ saying, 
Lord, when saw we thee an hungered, and 
fed thee—or thirsty, and gave thee drink? 
When saw we thee a stranger and took thee 


and testimonies of the religious Society of|in—or naked and clothed thee? or when saw 


Friends. 


we thee sick or in prison, and came unto thee? 


Signed by direction and on behalf of the} And the King shall answer and say unto them, 
Board of Managers of the Tract Association of| verily, I say ‘unto you, Inasmuch as ye have 


Friends, 


Jostan H. Newson, Clerk. 
Philad., Third mo. 9th, 1847. 





From the London Inquirer. 
“LET ’S MAKE IT UP.” 


BY CHARLOTTE YOUNG, 


done it unto one of the least of these my bre- 
thren, ye have done it unto me.” It is not 
only a duty to feed the hungry, and to clothe 
the naked, but there is a sweet reward from 
Him who requires it at our hands; it keeps 


alive in ourselves the tenderest and choicest 
sensibilities of our natures, and frequently 
drawn into action, it softens away the preju- 


Homely words may we deem them,—the season has| dices which subsist between nations and be- 


flown 
When we heard them from others, or made them our 
own ; 
Yet, would that their spirit of sweetness and truth 
Could come to our ears as it came in our youth; 
Oh! would that we uttered as freely as then, 
“ Let ’s make it ap, brother, smile kindly again. 
Let ’s make it up.” 


Let us make it up, brother; Oh, when we were young 

No pride stayed the words ere they fell from the 
tongue ; 

No storms of dissension, no passions that strove, 

Could banish forever the peace-making dove. 

If *twas frighted awhile from its haven of rest, 

It returned at the sound that would please it the best,— 

“ Let 's make it up.” 


Let us make it up, brother, Oh, let us forget 
How it is that so coldly of late we have met; 
Where the fault may be resting we’ll stay not to tell— 
Its blight on the spirits of both of us fell ; 
So take my hand firmly, and grasp as of yore, 
Let heart whisper to heart as they whispered before,— 
“ Let ’s make it up.” 





For “ The Friend.” 


Shipments of Bread-Stuffs for England.—War 
with Mexico, 


A daily paper says: 

“There have left the port of New York, since 
January ist, and to the 20th March, for ports 
in England, Ireland and Scotland, fifty-five 
ships, sixty-three barques, sixty-eight brigs 
and five schooners, all freighted with flour, 
grain, meal, &c. ; and from Norfolk, Baltimore, 
Philadelphia and Boston, during the same time, 
more than one hundred square-rigged vessels 
have left with like cargoes for Europe. There 
are at the present time more than eighty large 
class vessels loading at the latter places with 
grain, &c. The London and Liverpool packet 
ships are not included in the above statement.” 

The efforts which have been made so gene- 
rally in this country to relieve our famishing 
and perishing fellow-men in Ireland and in 
Scotland, is a spectacle truly grateful to the 
sympathies of every Christian, and ought to be 
persisted in as long as we have food “to give, 
and there is need for the exercise of this duty. 
“Then shall the king say unto them on his 
right hand, Come ye blessed of mv Father, in- 




















innocent blood. 
the righteous Judge ; “the voice of thy bro- 
ther’s blood crieth unto me from the ground. 







blood from thy hand.” 





tween individuals,—and like ** kindred drops” 
they “ mingle into one.’ 


What a contrast it furnishes with the de- 


struction, which this ungrateful nation is car- 
rying in the opposite direction, into the borders 
and upon the persons of a neighbouring peo- 
ple, who never injured us—a partially civilized 
people, yet who had set us an example in abo- 
lishing and forbidding slavery within their 
jurisdiction. 
the unprincipled originators of this war! Has 
it not been, under the weak pretext of compell- 
ing Mexico to pay a comparatively trifling debt, 
to drive them from their territory, and like 


And what has been the object of 


wicked Ahab and Jezebel to appropriate it for 


the aggrandizement of the slaveholder and the 
covetous speculators in land ? 


The projectors 
of this diabolical business, and the military 


agents may glory in their achievements, but in 
the day of retribution, it will be found a fear- 


ful thing to have their garments stained with 
«“¢ What hast thou done,” said 


And now thou art cursed from the earth, which 
hath opened her mouth to receive thy brother’s 
Who gave the govern- 
ment of the United States-any authority or the 
smallest right to invade the territories of an- 


other nation, and to butcher thousands of her 


unoffending inhabitants, as well as to decoy 


thousands of our own citizens, into a scene of 


carnage and wickedness of various dies, where 
they will be cut off by sickness or the sword. 
However the actors in this tragedy may strive 
to stifle conviction, and to put the consequences 
from themselves upon others, there is a worm 
that dieth not and a fire that.cannot be quench- 
ed, which in the day of judgment they will not 
be able to turn from, or to release themselves 
from the remorse which inevitably pursues 
those who do despite to the Spirit of the Re- 
deemer ; who came to save and not to destroy 
men’s lives, and whose blessed Spirit is a swift 
witness against violence and human bloodshed. 

Christians ought to lift up their voices 
against all war, and to clear themselves from 
blood-guiltiness, 


“ Then } 











| Jesus Christ, every obstacle may be removed 
that would close the door of mercy in the 
end. 





Manufacture of Paper.—From statistical 
documents presented before Congress, it ap- 
pears that the capital employed in the manu- 
facture of Paper in the United States, is $18,- 
000,000. The number of mills, 700 ; the an- 
nual product, $17,000,000 ; and the number 
of operatives employed, 100,000. 





Longevity in New Jersey.—It is a remark- 
able circumstance that there are three vene- 
rable old couples living now within a half 
mile of each other, in a neighbourhood of 
Morris county, whose united ages make the 
sum of 493 years. What is more remarkable, 
the men are each 82 years of age, having been 
born within six months of each other. Two 


of the wives are 80 each, and the other is 87. 


These venerable couples were all born in the 
same neighbourhood, married early in life, and 
now enjoy a comfortable old age.—J.ate Pa- 


per. 





THE FRIEND. 


FOURTH MONTH 3, 1847. 3, 1847. 





In “ The Friend” to-day will be found the 
Annual Report of the Tract Association. 
Friends, we think, will be struck with the wide 


extent of country into which its publications 


find their way ; and there is little room to doubt 
but that they are productive of much good, It 
appeared from the Treasurer’s Account read at 
the late Annual Meeting, that he was in ad- 
vance to the Association. Will those whose 
coffers are well supplied, suffer this excellent 
institution to languish, for what they can so 
well afford to supply ? 





On another page we have copied an abstract 
of the provisions of the Act recently passed by 
the legislature of Pennsylvania, to prevent kid- 
napping, prcehibit the use of our jails, and the 
aid of our magistrates, justices, aldermen, jail- 
ors, &c., in the recapture and return of run- 
away slaves, and repealing the law by which 
slaveholders have hitherto been able to bring 
their slaves into the State, and keep them for 
six months, This act having received the sig- 
nature of the Governor, has now become a 
law of the State, and may well be considered 
as matter of congratulation to every benevolent 
mind. 





The following minute from the Meeting for 
Sufferings held in London, was read at the 
Meeting for Sufferings in Philadelphia, on the 
19th of Third month. It was thought that its 
publication in “ The Friend” would probably 
stimulate Friends to continued exertion on be- 
half of the sufferers. 

“ Ata Meeting for Sufferings held in Lon- 
don by adjournment, the 15th of First month, 


that we may not only have} 1847. 
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spreading in Ireland, a committee of Friends 
in London has been appointed to attend to the 


raising and appropriation of funds very libe-| Friend on the state of Ireland, commenced last 


rally subscribed by Friends in Great Britain, | 
and that they are acting in cordial co-operation | 
with a similar committee of Friends in Dublin. | 
And also that the committee in London have | 
written to Friends in America, and invited their | 
taking a part in the benevolent effort on behalf 
of the sufferers. 

“The subject is one which deeply interests 
our feelings; famine prevails and spreads in| 
Ireland to a very affecting and appalling ex-| 
tent. Large numbers are perishing from the | 
want of food, arising from the failure of the, 
potato-crop ;—a supply of sustenance on which | 
hundreds of thousands have been accustomed | 
for years almost solely to depend. 

“ Our sympathies and sorrows are deeply 
awakened ; and in that brotherly love and fel- 





THE FRIEND. 


“This meeting has been informed that in | usefully assisted through the agencies which | The lady to whom [ handed the money, de- 
consequence of the famine and distress now | we have been enabled to open.” 


clared that they were almost worn out with 
fatigue, in waiting upon the people. Their 
We conclude our extracts from the London | house was like one besieged. 
“Friends are not sufficiently aware of the 
week. |vast amount of good they are doing. ‘Their 
“ Their fellow-labourers in the province of| benevolence has stimulated many to give who 
Munster, have also been diligently employed | would never have done so without example. 
during the past month. The Cork committee} And though in most cases, where there are 
have a very extensive circle under their super-| soup shops, I believe they do not profess to 
vision, comprehending, the whole of the county supply it oftener than thrice a week, yet | 
Cork, and some part of Kerry. With them | firmly believe it is keeping hundreds and thou- 





/are associated a committee of Friends at You- | sands alive. 


ghal. Of the assiduous exertions of these com-| “ But the few cases of deaths that are men- 
mittees we have before had to speak ; and we | tioned in the papers, on whom a formal inquest 
need only observe that they have been fully | has been held, are as nothing to the hundreds 
maintained. To the Friends of Clonmel is|that are dying of starvation! The people hold 
assigned 4-5ths of Tipperary, and part of Wa-| out as long as they can on what they have in 
terford county. Some of their number have} store, and then on what they can beg, which is 


| paid a visit to some little-frequented and very | very little now, for those who once could give, 


suffering parts of the former county. The| and did give liberally to their neighbours, are 
members of the Waterford committee have per-| now become beggars themselves. I heard to- 


lowship which we desire to cherish and culti-| sonally inspected several of the most destitute | 
vate, we feel inclined to commend the state of | localities in that part of the island. The Lime-| 
the distressed to the Christian feelings and | rick Friends, when we last heard, had conclu- | 
interests of our brethren of the several Meetings | ded to send a detachment of their members to | 
for Sufferings in America, and to add our de-|the wild mountainous regions of Clare, and| 
sire that as your country has been blessed with | thence by the coast, into Kerry, to supply food, 
an abundant harvest, in whatever way any of|and prepare channels for farther help. The 


your members may be disposed to manifest 
their desire to assist in helping our fellow-men, 
you may be encouraged to do so either by the 
sending of money or of grain to the care of 
Friends. 

“ We feel that this mysterious dispensation 
of the Most High should lead us to a renewed 
sense of our dependence upon Him for the sup- 
ply of all our wants, whether temporal or spi- 
ritual ; and earnest are our desires that being 
brought to a state of true humiliation before 
Him, this sore calamity may be overruled for 
good and blessed to us, and to the inhabitants 
of this kingdom,” 

“The correspondents of the respective Year- 
ly Meetings in Americaare instructed to transmit 
acopy of the foregoing minute to the respec- 
tive correspondents abroad, and request that it 
may be promptly brought under the notice of 
the several Meetings for Sufferings whom they 
represent. 

Rozsert Forster, Clerk.” 





Extract of a letter from Joseph Bewley and 
Jonathan Pim, Secretaries of the Central 
Relief Committee of the Society of Friends, 
to the corresponding committee of Friends 
in Philadelphia, dated Dublin, Ist of Third 
month, 1847. 


(Communicated for publication in “The Friend.”) 

“We regret to say that whilst much has 
been done and is doing to alleviate the preva- 
lent distress, it must still be acknowledged to 
be on the increase, and spreading into districts 
of the country which were comparatively ex- 
empt some months since, so that we labour 
under much discouragement. 

“We are endeavouring however, to do all 
we can; and although the extent of the calami- 
ty is such as to surpass all the efforts that have 
been made fully to meet it, yet we cannot doubt 
that multitudes have been seasonably and most 


district under the care of this committee con- 
tains 1,450,000 souls. 





‘“‘ Whilst the departments of inspection and 
distribution are being thus ably filled, though 
it must always be borne in mind, as arising 
from the necessity of the case, on a scale sadly 
disproportioned to the emergency, that of dona- 
tion has not stood still. The sum placed at 
the disposal of the London committee amounts 
to nearly 34,000/., and has probably not quite 
reached its maximum. The Dublin committee 
have received since our last 1,000. additional 
from Friends of Philadelphia, and 502. from 
Baltimore, besides upwards of 7001. from other 
sources in the United States. On the 7th of 


day of a case in which dry cabbage stumps 


formed the only food for a family, for days, a 
man, wife, and children. The poor fellow held 


|out as long as he could, and then called and 


obtained some food of a neighbour, but was so 
far gone as to be quite overpowered with it and 
It was with difficulty he was brought 
round again after some hours.” 


fainted. 





The Philadelphia Association of Friends 
Sor the Instruction of Poor Children. 


A meeting of “ The Philadelphia Association 
of Friends for the Instruction of Poor Chil- 
dren,” will be held at the Mulberry street meet- 
ing-house, on Second-day evening, the 5th in- 
stant, at half-past seven o’clock, 

Joseru Krre, Clerk. 

Philada., Fourth month, 1847. 





NOTICE. 
A female teacher is wanted to take charge 


the First month, the Friends of New York!of Friends’ School at Springfield, Delaware 


issued a circular, inviting the members of the 
Yearly Meeting to contribute in provisions or 
money. This has been followed by an appeal 
from the New York Meeting for Sufferings. 
We are also informed that a general collec- 
tion, raised in the state of New York, is about 


to be placed at the disposal of the Dublin com- |. 


mittee.” 

“The following is extracted from a recent 
letter of one of William Forster’s companions. 

“Second month 6th. ‘Immediately before 
our leaving Ballinasloe, W. F. sent me to the 
clergyman with some money for the Ladies’ 
Committee, and an order for rice. I was di- 
rected to go to the Soup and Bread shop to 
find him. The entrance to this place present- 
ed such a sight as [ should be glad never again 
to witness. From 150 to 200 of the most 
unsightly creatures thou canst possibly picture, 
men, women, and children. I was obliged to 
wade through this mass of human misery. 
Such was the eagerness for the soup, that it 
was almost impossible to move them, fearing 
by so doing, they should lose their turn and be 
sentempty away. I was stuck fast, and obliged 
to have the assistance of a gentleman in the 


shop to pull me through by main strength. | Wittiams to Saran W. Srockton, 


county. Application may be made to George 
B. Allen or Joei Evans. 


Springfield, Third mo. 30th, 1847. 





WEST-TOWN SCHOOL. 


The Committee to Superintend the Board- 
ing-school at West-town, will meet there on 
Sixth-day the 9th of next month, at 10 o’clock, 
A, M. 

The Committee on Instruction to meet on 
the preceding evening, at half-past 7 o’clock, 
—and the Visiting Committee to attend the 
semi-annual examination of the schools, com- 
mencing on Third-day morning the 6th of the 
month. 

Tuomas Krwngr, Clerk. 
Philad., Third mo. 27th, 1847. 


WANTED 
A boy from 12 to 14 years of age, ona 
farm about 10 miles from the city. Inquire 
at this office. 


oes 


Marniep, at Friends’ meeting, Rancocas, New Jer. 
sey, on Fourth-day, the 10th of Third month, Samurn 













































































































































For“ The Friend.” 
THE SOCIETY OF FRIENDS 
IN 
PENNSYLVANIA AND NEW JERSEY. 
From 1764 to 1782. 


(Continued from page 213.) 


THE FRIEND. 


their principles, They express an earnest de- 
|sire that members should retire more from the 
| keen pursuit of temporal acquisitions, and seek 
for an inheritance which will never fade. A 
similar concern was introduced into the epistles 


\to the various Yearly Meetings on this conti-| 


nent. 
| ‘The epistle from New England mentions 


‘that a concern to support the Christian testi- | 


N,N 


the pointings of best Wisdom in promotion of 
|the cause of righteousness and justice in this 
| respect.” 

In the epistle to Long Island this paragraph 
‘occurs: Dear Friends, we often have cause 
to commemorate, that when the fresh illumi. 
nation of Truth powerfully broke forth among 
our worthy elders, and their hearts were influ. 
enced by the virtue thereof, it weaned them 


Richard Penn was a general favourite among monies of the Society was spreading,—that a | from the world and the many mixtures thereof, 


the people of Pennsylvania, Friends as well as 
others ; although not disposed to discountenance 
as they could wish, public amusements. His 
brother John, who was now one of the Pro- 
prietors, determined to come over to the pro- 
vince and resume the reins of government. 


number had joined them from convincement, 
and that Friends continued to labour for the 
freedom of the enslaved negroes. Some had 
been manumitted during the year, and some 
‘members who held them, and appeared in an 
‘unrelenting obstinacy,” had been disowned. 


—_ their words and actions adorned the testi. 
mony they had to bear against the corrupt 
customs, language and fashions that had crept 
in amongst the professors of Christianity in 
‘the night of apostacy. We entreat all that 
profess the pure unchangeable Truth, that they 





John was not popular, and when the rumour of The epistle from Long Island exhibited an in-| often turn the eyes of their minds inward, and 
the proposed change reached Pennsylvania, it crease of care on the subject of slavery ; that | examine whether they keep on that foundation 


was anything but agreeable to the public. 
John Pemberton, writing to one of his English 
correspondents, Eighth month 8th, 1773, says: 


from Maryland notes that but one slave had 
been either bought or sold by any member dur- 
ing the year, and the Yearly Meeting had di- 


| that will preserve out of the mixtures both in 
dress and address, and the corrupt language 
that is so prevalent in our day, which by too 





| 


“By the packet a few days since, account) rected Monthly and Quarterly Meetings to! many are called small things, though our elders 
has been received, that our proprietor John labour with those who continued to hold any}suffered much for their testimony against 


Penn, is coming over, and it is likely our pre- 
sent governor will be displaced. This occa- 
sions a general murmur among the people, 
[Richard] being better respected, and better 


in bondage. 
| From the epistles of those Yearly Meetings 
| 


‘it appears that the testimony against slavery 
gains ground in Virginia, and in North Caro- 


them,” ° 

The epistle alludes to the growth of a testi. 
mony against slavery; and then suggests 
| whether it might not be in the power of Friends 





qualified than his brother. However, I hope/lina Friends were concerned to prevent the | of Long Island Yearly Meeting to contribute 


prudence will be exercised, and all manifest 

disgust be avoided, at least by Friends.” 
Friends in England informing that they in- 

tended to reprint Wi!liam Edmundson’s Jour- 


nal, Truth Vindicated by Elizabeth Bathurst, | 


and John Richardson’s Journal, the Meeting 
for Sufferings in Phiiadelphia, by the hands of 
John Pemberton, directed that 1000 of the 
first, 950 of the second, and 650 of the third, 
should be sent to them. 

In the Ninth month a few weeks before the 


Yearly Meeting, Sarah Morris reached Phila-| 


delphia, having returned from a religious visit 


to Great Britain and Ireland. With her came! 


Mary Leaver and Elizabeth Robinson, both 
valuable ministers of the Gospel from England, 
under an engagement of mind to pay a visit in 
gospel love to Friends and others in North 
America. Before the Yearly Meeting, Robert 
Walker also from Great Britain, joined them 
in Philadelphia. Here was also Mehetable 
Jenkins and Sarah Jenkins from New England, 
who for some months past had been labouring 
in the ministry among Friends in the limits 
of Philadelphia Yearly Meeting. These Friends 
all attended the Yearly Meeting which com- 
menced Ninth month 27th, and were enabled 
to labour to the edification and comfort of the 
visited. In this meeting a zealous religious 


concern was manifested “ for the promotion of| ancient declaration, “ He that believeth shall 
piety and virtue, and a general consistency of|not make haste.” Let there be a care to move 
conduct in all professing the Truth with us.”| and act in the meekness and patience of the 

The epistle from Philadelphia to London} Lamb, that so the confirming hope of the Gos- 
Yearly Meeting, mentions that the services of} pel, and its consolation may be yet more known 


the three Friends lately arrived from England 
on a religious visit, had been very acceptable. 
It speaks encouragingly of the growing con- 
cern manifested against slavery, and mentions 
the satisfactory visit of Zebulon Heston to the 
Delaware Indians. It concludes with saying, 
that the present state of public affairs furnish 
frequent occasion of exercise to those who de- 
sire the professors of Truth may in all their 
engagements maintain a conduct agreeable to 


‘increase of bondmen among them, and some 
{new meetings had been established. 

The epistle to Rhode Island after a saluta- 
tion of love, reminds Friends that the honour 
of God and the welfare of mankind ought to 
| be the object of chief care, and that the quali- 
\fication for doing anything that may tend to 
\these desirable objects is only to be obtained 
from the Source of wisdom and power. It then 
expresses a wish that the active should wait 
‘from time to time to be endued with wisdom 
and power, and under the renewed influence 
thereof experience sanctification of spirit in or- 
der for useful labour in the church. Where 
|this qualification is not known, unavailing will 
be the endeavours of false zeal, which some- 
times has taken place, and thereby the cause 
of Truth has been injured, individuals have 
sustained loss, and the sincere in heart have 
been grieved.” 

“ Dear Friends, as it hath pleased infinite 
Wisdom to touch the hearts of many in your 
|parts with a sense of the emptiness of formali- 
ty in religion, and raise an inquiry in them 
after the way to Zion, we beseech you to dwell 
near to the fountain of Heavenly Wisdom, 
that you may not be stumbling blocks in their 
way. As it is of importance to the safety of 
|individuals to know and feel the truth of the 








among you. By this you will be strengthened 
to bear one another’s burdens, and so fulfill 
the law of Christ, by mutual edification in 
righteousness, and true holiness of life and 
practice. As the case of the poor slaves has 
become more and more the care of Friends 
and others, it is comfortable to us to hear that 
divers among you have been prevailed upon to 
discharge them from their unnatural bondage. 
We desire that you may individually attend to 


a 


something towards the promotion of piety and 
virtue, by encouraging the distribution of 
Friends’ books among their religiously inclined 
neighbours, That by this means some who 
were then much unacquainted with the religi- 
ous principles of the Society of Friends, might 
be brought to know and consider the true 
ground of the testimony against contributing 
to the support of a ministry appointed by man. 
That they might.also be led to an humble de- 
pendence on the renewed supplies of Divine 
grace for the performance of worship and other 
religious duties. ‘The epistle thus closes, “ If 
we are careful in our conduct and conversation 
to walk answerable to our holy profession, our 
lights may so shine before men, that they see- 
ing our good works may glorify our Father 
which is in heaven.” 

The epistle to Maryland sets forth that under 
a humbling sense of the blessings spiritually 
and temporally enjoyed by us as a Society, a 
concern had been revived for the increase of 
the government of Christ. It mentions that 
the first members of the Society of Friends en- 
dured much persecution and were willing to 
part with all their substance, and even life 
itself, that they might win Christ, whilst it was 
sorrowfully apparent that in the present day of 
ease, the love of the world had increased in 
many. Through this sprung the great extent 
of slave keeping. The epistle states, that many 
in religious profession with us, had been brought 
up on the labour of those oppressed people, and 
enjoy estates procured by their means. ‘That 
thus those to whom a heavy debt was owing 
for their own and their forefathers services 
were kept in slavery, and no due care taken to 
instruct them in the principles of religion, of 
to restrain them from vice. 

The epistle to Virginia recommends that all 
“with minds awfully bowed, should humbly 
seek for wisdom and strength, first to regulate 
ourselves, children and families, as Truth dic- 
tates. Then shall we wax strong in the Lord, 
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THE FRIEND. 


church of Christ. ‘The holy apostle observes,|He admonishes all not to anticipate evil to | profoundest depths. 
‘[f a man know not how to rule his own house, | come, but to fold their hands and close their | 


how shall he take care of the church ?’” 


an exhortation to observe a watchful care in \tory text, “ sufficient unto the day is the evil 


nowise either directly or indirectly to support | 
the practice of preaching for hire, the epistle 
continues :-— 

«Jt affords us satisfaction and cause of 
thankfulness to hear that our testimony against 
the unrighteous practice of enslaving our fellow 
creatures, gains ground amongst you, as it 
evidently proceeds from the Divine opening of 
the understanding to see its inconsistency with 
the principles of the Christian religion. Dear 
Friends let us all deeply consider the necessity 
of our conduct keeping pace with knowledge, | 
that when we are convinced of the unlawlul-| 
ness of a practice, that we continue no longer 
therein ; lest like the servant who knew his 
master’s will and did it not, we be beaten with 
many stripes. May we be found in the faith- 
ful observance of doing unto others as we 
would they should do unto us. This will tend 


thereof.” But the Senator from South Caro- 
lina, (Mr. Calhoun,) summoning from the 


its energies, and looking abroad on the present 
condition of the Republic, is pained with fear- 
ful apprehension, doubt, distrust, and dismay. 
To his vision, made strong by a long life of 
careful observation, made keen by a com- 
prehensive view of past history, the sky 
seems overcast with impending storms, and 
the dark future is shrouded in impenetrable 
gloom. When two such minds thus differ, 
those less familar with great subjects affecting 
the happiness of nations may well pause before 
they rush to a conclusion on this, a subject 
which, in all its bearings, immediate and re- 
mote, affects certainly the present prosperity, 
and probably the liberty, of two Republics, 


embracing together nearly thirty millions of 
to loose the bands of oppression, and let the | people. 


Mr. President, it is a fearful responsi- 


captives go free, and not to shun the cross by | bility we have assumed; engaged in flagrant, 
deferring the doing our duty, in expectation of| desolating war with a neighbouring Republic, 


I repeat, sir, the day has come, as was then 


After | eyes in quietude, ever mindful of the consola- | predicted, and the evil predicted has come with 


\it. We are here, sir, now, not as then, at 
peace with all the world—not now, as then, 
with laws that brought into your treasury every 


| depths of his thoughtful and powerful mind all | thing adequate to its wants—not now, as then, 


free from debt, and the apprehension of debt 
and taxation, its necessary consequences, But 
| we are here with a treasury that is beggared— 
| that lifts up its imploring hands to the monopo- 
lists and capitalists of the country—that sends 
out its notes and ‘ promises to pay” into every 
mart and every market in the world—begging 
for a pittance from every hand to help to swell 
the amount now necessary to extricate us from 
a war—inevitable, as it now seems it was, from 
that very act which was adopted under such 
flattering promises two years ago, Mr. Presi- 
dent, it is no purpose of mine to arraign the 
conduct of the United States upon that occa- 
sion. It is no purpose of mine to treat this 
young and newly adopted sister—the State of 
‘Texas—as an alien or stranger in this family 
|of Republics, 1 allude to this only to show 
how little reliance is to be placed upon those 





worldly powers making the way more easy. |to us thirty millions of God’s creatures look up 


We may thus fall short of supporting our 
Christian testimony. But let us follow the 
example of our worthy predecessors in the 
Truth, who consulted not with flesh and blood, 
but at the hazard of their lives, and all that 
was dear to them in this world, were careful to 
be found in a faithful discharge of duty to God 
and man.” 

To North Carolina, after an exhortation to 
faithfulness in the attendance of religious meet- 
ings, the epistle adds, ** The account you give 
of the settlement of new meetings in remote 
parts, affects us with tender sympathy and 
concern, and we earnestly desire that the mind 
of Truth may be deeply sought for, and clearly 
obtained on every such occasion, lest instead 
of advancing the cause of righteousness an 
occasion of stumbling may thereby be admin- 
istered to tender inquirers.” 
slavery, the epistle exhorts them to a due atten- 


tion of the law of righteousness contained in 
that injunction of our blessed Saviour, ‘ Do 
unto others as ye would they should do unto 
you,” that so although the laws of the colonies 
are so unfavourable to justice towards the ne- 
groes, the Society of Friends may be found in 


the discharge of a good conscience. 


(To be continued.) 





Senator Corwin’s Speech. 


Speech of Senator Corwin, of Ohio, on the 
Mexican War, delivered in the Senate of 


the United States, February 11, 1847. 


The Senator from Michigan, (Mr. Cass,) in 
contemplating the present aspects and probable 


press the hopes of the patriot. 


tower. 


On the subject of 


for that moderated wisdom which, if possible, 
may stay the march of misery, and restore to 
them, if it may be so, mutual feelings of good- 


will, with all the best blessings of peace. 


I sincerely wish it were in my power to che- 
rish those placid convictions of security which 
have settled pon the mind of the Senator from 
So far from this, I have been, in 
common with the Senator from South Carolina, 
oppressed with melancholy forebodings of evils 
to come, and not unfrequently by a conviction 
that each step we take in this unjust war, may 
be the last in our career ; that each chapter we 
write in Mexican blood, may close the volume 
Sir, I am the 
less inclined to listen to the siren song the | 


Michigan. 


of our history as a free people. 


Senator from Michigan sings to his owif soul 
because I have heard its notes before. 


years ago. Every one must recall to his mind 
with pleasing regret, the happy condition o 
the country in 1843, when the other question 


the prelude to this, the annexation of Texas, 
was agitated here ; we remember how it attract- 


ed the attention of the whole Union ; we remem 


ber that the two great leaders of the two great 
parties, agreeing in scarcely any other opinion, 
They both predicted 


were agreed in that. 
that if ‘Texas were annexed, war with Mexic 
would be the probable result. We were tol 


she was too weak to wage the struggle wit 
any effect upon us. 


The ship of State seems to him to| world. Such have been the fatal effects of| be the controlling power. 


I know 
the country is at this moment suffering from 
the fatal apathy into which it was lulled a few 


then by others, as now by the Senator from 
Michigan, that all was well, that all was calm, 
that Mexico would not fight, or, if she would, 


The sentinel was then 
told to sleep upon his watch-tower ; “ sufficient 
future course of our public affairs, declared, | unto the day is the evil thereof,” was sung to 
that he saw nothing to alarm the fears or de-|us then in notes as soft and sweet as now. 
To his serene, | Mr. President, “the day” has come, and with 
and as [ fear too apathetic mind, all is calm ;| it has come war, the most direful curse where- 
the sentinel might sleep securely on his watch-| with it has pleased God to afflict a sinful 


favourable anticipations in which gentlemen 
indulge with regard to consequences, which 
may flow from measures to which they are 
strongly wedded, either by feeling or party 
attachment. 

Is there nothing else in our history of even 
the past year to justify the Senator from South 
Carolina in the pregnant declaration, that in 
the whole period of his public life, comprehend- 
ing the most eventful in the history of the Re- 
public, there had never been a time when so 
much danger was threatened to the interests, 
happiness, and liberties of the people. Sir, if 
any one could set down, free from the excite- 
ments and biases which belong to public affairs 
—could such an one betake himself to those 
sequestered solitudes, where thoughtful men 
extract the philosophy of history from its facts, 
I am quite sure no song of “ all’s well” would 
be heard from his retired cell. No, sir, looking 
at the events of the last twelve months, and 
forming his judgment of these by the sugges- 
tions which history teaches, and which she 
alone can teach, he would record another of 
those sad lessons which, though ofien taught, 
are, | fear, forever to be disregarded. He 
would speak of a Republic, boasting that its 
rights were secured, and the restricted powers 
of its functionaries bound up in the chains of a 
written constitution; he would record on his 
page, also, that such a people, in the wanton- 
ness of strength or the fancied security of the 
moment, had torn that written Constitution to 
pieces, scattered its fragments to the winds, 
and surrendered themselves to the usurped 
authority of oNE MAN. 

He would find written in that Constitution, 
Congress shall have power to declare war; 
he would find every where in that old charter, 
proofs clear and strong, that they who framed 
it intended that, Congress, composed of two 
Houses, the representatives of the States and 
the people, should, (if any were pre-eminent,) 


He would find there 
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expand her sails under a clear sky, and move lulling into apathy the public mind, on a sub-|a President designated, whose general and 


294 THE FRIEND. 





almost exclusive duty it is to execute, not to| to do so. When it shall be so—when the| were found within it, the bones of the head be. 


make the law. 


Turning from this to the his-| American Senate and the American House of| ing uninjured. From these circumstances we 


tory of the last ten months, he would find that | Representatives can stoop from their high posi- | concluded that the boa had devoured the horse 
the Presiden! alone, without the advice or con- | tion, and yield a dumb compliance with the be- | entire.—Gardiner’s Brazil. 


sent of Congress, had, by a bold usurpation, | hests of a President, who is for the time being 
made war on a neighbouring Republic; and|commander of your army; when they will 
what is quite as much to be deplored, that | open the ‘Treasury with one hand, and the veins 
Congress, whose high powers were thus set at of all the soldiers in the land with the other, 
naught and defied, had, with ready and tame | merely because the President commands, then, 
submission, yielded to the usurper the wealth sir, it matters little how soon some Cromwell 
and power of the nation to execute his will, as| shall come into this Hall and say, “the Lord 
if to swell his iniquitous triumph over the very | hath no further need of you here.” When we 
Constitution which he and they had alike sworn | fail to do the work “ whereunto we were sent,” 





to support. 

The President has said he does not expect 
to hold Mexican territory by conquest. Why 
then conquer it? Why waste thousands of 
lives, and millions of money, fortifying towns 
and creating governments, if, at the end of the 
war, you retire from the graves of your sol- 
diers, and the desolated country of your foes, 
only to get money from Mexico for the expense 
of all your toil and sacrifice? Who ever 
heard, since Christianity was propagated 
amongst men, of a nation taxing its people, 
enlisting its young men, and marching off two 
thousand miles to fight a people merely to be 
paid for it in money! What is this but hunt- 
ing a market for blood, selling the lives of your 


young men, marching them in regiments to be | 


slaughtered and paid for, like oxen and brute 
beasts? Sir, this is, when stripped naked, 
that atrocious idea first promulgated in the 
President’s message, and now advocated here, 
of fighting on till we can get our indemnity for 
the past as well as the present slaughter. We 
have chastised Mexico, and if it were worth 
while to do so, we have, I dare say, satisfied 
the world that we can fight. What now? 
Why, the mothers of America are asked to 
send another of their sons to blow out the 
brains of Mexicans, because they refuse to pay 
the price of the first who fell there, fighting for 
glory? And what if the second fall too? The 
Executive, the parental reply is, “we shall 
have him paid for; we shall get full indemni- 
ty!” Sir, [ have no patience with this flagiti- 
ous notion of fighting for indemnity, and this 
under the equally absurd and hypocritical pre- 
tence of securing an honourable peace. 
honourable peace! If you have accomplished 
the objects of the war, (if, indeed, you had an 
object which you dare to avow,) cease to fight 
and you will have peace. Conquer your in- 
sane love of false glory, and you will ** conquer 
a peace.” Sir, if your commander-in-chief 
will not do this, I will endeavour to compel 
him, and as I find no other means, I shall 
refuse supplies—without the money of the peo- 
ple, he cannot go further. He asks me for 
that money ; [| wish him to bring your armies 
home, to cease shedding 
he refuses, I will refuse supplies, and then I 


know he must, he will cease his further sale of 


the lives of my countrymen. May we not, 
ought we not now to do this? I can hear no 
reason why we should not, except this, it is 
said we are in war, wrongfully it may be, but, 
being in, the President is responsible, and we 
must give him the means he requires! He 
responsible! Sir, we, we are responsible, if, 


An} 


blood for money ; if 


we shall be, we ought to be removed, and give 
place to others who will. The fate of the bar- 
ren fig-tree will be ours—Christ cursed it and 
it withered, 

Mr. President, I dismiss this branch of the 
subject and beg the indulgence of the Senate 
to some reflections on the particular bill now 
under consideration. I voted for a bill some- 
what like the present at the last session—our 
army was then in the neighbourhood of our 
line. I then hoped that the President did sin- 
cerely desire a peace. Our army had not 
then penetrated far into Mexico, and I did hope, 
that with the two millions then proposed, we 
might get peace, and avoid the slaughter, the 
shame, the crime, of an aggressive, unprovok- 
ed war. But now you have overrun half of 
Mexico—you have exasperated and irritated 
her people—you claim indemnity for all ex- 
penses incurred in doing this mischief, and 
boldly ask her to give up New Mexico and 
California ; and, as a bribe to her patriotism, 
seizing on her property, you offer three millions 
to pay the soldiers she has called out to repel 
your invasion, on condition that she will give 
up to you at least one-third of her whole terri- 
tory. This is the modest, | should say, the 
monstrous proposition now before us, as ex- 
plained by the chairman of the Committee on 
Foreign relations, (Mr. Sevier,) who reported 
the bill. 1 cannot now give my assent to this. 


(To be concluded.) 
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A Boa Constrictor.—In the marshes of the 
valley the boa constrictor is often met with of 
considerable size. It is not uncommon through- 

| out the province, particularly by the wooded 
| margins of lakes, marshes and streams. Some- 
times they attain the enormous length of forty 
feet. The largest I ever saw was at this place, 
but it was not alive. Some weeks before our 
arrival at Sape, the favourite riding horse of 
Senhor Lagoeira, which had been put out to 
pasture not far from the house, could not be 
found, although strict search was made for it 
all over the Fazenda. Shortly after this, one 
of his vaqueiros, in going through a wood by 
the side of a small river, saw an enormous boa 
| suspended in the fork of a tree which hung 
over the water. It was dead, but had evident- 
ly been floated down alive by a recent flood, 
and being in an inert state, it had not been 
lable to extricate itself from the fork before the 
| water fell. It was dragged out to the open 
country by two horses, and was found to mea- 
sure thirty-seven feet in length. On opening 
it, the bones of a horse, in a somewhat broken 
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Mathew and the Famine.—For the honour 
of temperance, the totally abstinent of Ireland 
are in a great measure exempt from the scourge, 
In a speech at Lisgood, Mathew said : 

“Thousands upon thousands now pine in 
want and woe, because they did not take my 
advice ; to them the horrors of famine and the 
evils of blight, are aggravated, while tens of 
thousands of those who listened to me and 
adopted my advice, are now safe from hunger 
and privation, because they had the virtue to 
surrender a filthy, sensual gratification, and 
the wisdom to store up for the coming of the 
evil day.” He adds, “By a calculation re. 
cently made, it is clearly proved, that if all the 
grain now converted into poison, were devoted 
to its natural and legitimate use, it would afford 
a meal to every man, woman, and child in the 
land. The man or woman who drinks, drinks 
the food of the starving.” 

This is a striking fact, which will bear to be 
considered. It contains volumes of argument 
for total abstinence. — Late Paper. 
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The New Comet.—The nucleus or head of 
the comet is now easily seen by the naked eye, 
At 8 p. m. it bears about N. W. at an elevation 
of about thirty degrees, ten degrees south of 
the Sigma Andromede. The tail of the comet 
appears, through a telescope, to be about five 
degrees long ; it is still invisible to the naked 
eye, but will probably soon become visible if 
the comet should continue to increase in bril- 
liancy.—Boston Traveller. 





Astounding Ignorance.—The report of the 
Register General recently published in London, 
discloses a depth of ignorance and debasement 
among the poorer class of Great Britain, which 
would be incredible if it were not vouched for 
by official records. A London paper of the 
17th ult. gives a synopsis of a portion of the 
returns, from which we learn that one-half of 
the population of England and Wales are un- 
able to write their names. During the years 
1839, 1840, and 1841, out of 732,788 persons 
married, 303,830 affixed their marks to the 
marriage registry by way of signature. In 
Monmouthshire and Wales, 48 males in 100, 
and 69 females in 100, were unable to write 
their names, while in Cheshire and Lancashire 
40 in the 100 of males, and 65 of females were 
similarly disqualified. At the jail in Preston, 
Lancashire, of 1622 persons committed during 
the year 1844, 40 in the 100 were unable to 
name the months of the year; 39 were igno- 
rant of the name of the reigning sovereign ; 42 
knew not the import of the words “ virtue,” 
* vice,” “ righteousness,” &c. ; while 13 in the 
100 were unable to count one hundred, _Incre- 
dible as it may appear, among the opinions as 
to her Majesty’s name, 7 were in favour of 
“ Prince Albert,” while 13 supposed it to be 
“Elizabeth.” Their religious ignorance was 
still more deplorable, 89 in the 100 having 
never heard of the name of the Saviour.— 


having the power to stay this plague, we refuse | condition, and the flesh in a half-digested state, | English Paper. 


